


















































































































Siddhartha Gautama Buddha (c. 538 
-483bc) was born as a prince of the Shakya tribe 
on the border of India and Nepal. He was an ascetic 
and sage, on whose teachings Buddhism was founded. 
He is believed to have lived and taught mostly in the 
eastern part of ancient India sometime between the 
6th and 4th centuries bc. Gautama taught a Middle 
Way between sensual indulgence and the severe 
asceticism found in the “seeker” movement common 
in his region. He later taught throughout other regions 
of eastern India such as Magadha and Kosala. 
Gautama is the primary figure in Buddhism. He is 
believed by Buddhists to be an enlightened teacher 
who attained full Buddhahood and shared his insights 
to help sentient beings end rebirth and suffering. 
Accounts of his life, discourses, and monastic rules 
are believed by Buddhists to have been summarized 
after his death and memorized by his followers. 
Various collections of teachings attributed to him were 
passed down by oral tradition and first committed 
to writing about 400 years later. At his death, the 
Buddha is famously believed to have told his disciples 
to follow no leader.
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Xerxes the Great (c. 520-465bc) was the 
fourth king of kings of the Achaemenid dynasty of 
Persia and later was Pharoah of Egypt. His mother 
was Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus the Great. Like his 
father and predecessor Darius I, he ruled the empire 
at its territorial apex. He ruled from 486bc until his 
assassination in 465bc. 
   Xerxes I is the Persian king most identified as 
Ahasuerus in the biblical Book of Esther. He is also 
notable in Western history for his failed invasion of 
Greece in 480bc. His forces temporarily overran 
mainland Greece until the losses at Salamis and 
Plataea a year later reversed these gains and ended 
the second invasion decisively. Xerxes also crushed 
revolts in Egypt and Babylon. 
   Xerxes spent much time in his building projects 
and designs for greater, grander, monuments to 
commemorate his reign and distinguish him from 
his father. His development plans ended with his 
assassination by his minister Artabanus who also 
murdered his son Darius. Xerxes’ other son, 
Artaxerxes I, then killed Artabanus, took the throne, 
and went on to complete Xerxes’ grand building plans 
in his own name and for his own greater glory.
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Esther or Hadassah (c. 492-465bc) is 
described in the Book of Esther as a Jewish queen 
of the Persian king Ahasuerus (possibly Xerxes the 
Great). In the narrative, Ahasuerus sought a new wife 
after his queen, Vashti, refused to obey him and was 
exiled. Esther was chosen for her beauty. The king’s 
chief advisor, Haman, was offended by Esther’s cousin 
and guardian, Mordecai, and got permission from the 
king to have all the Jews in the kingdom killed. When 
Esther learned of this plan, she and all the Jews 
fasted for three days. Esther then sought an audience 
with the king and won permission from the king for 
the Jews to defend themselves and kill their enemies, 
and they did so. Thus Esther’s actions resulted in the 
salvation of the Jewish people living in Persia.
   Her story is the traditional basis for Purim, which 
is celebrated on the date given in the story for when 
Haman’s order was to go into effect, which was the 
same day that the Jews killed their enemies after the 
plan was reversed.
   A building venerated as being the Tomb of Esther 
and Mordecai is located in Hamadan, Iran, although 
the village of Kfar Bar’am in northern Israel also 
claims to be the burial place of Queen Esther.
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4004bc: God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in it, including mankind

2349bc: Worldwide flood as the result of God's judgement on mankind.

2242bc: Tower of Babel

c. 3000bc: Stonehenge construction begins. In its first version, it consisted of a circular 
ditch and bank, with 56 wooden posts.

1194bc: Trojan War

776bc: First Olympic Games

753bc: Founding of Rome

447bc: Building of the Parthenon at Athens started
432bc: Construction of the Parthenon is completed


